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Hi all,

while working on the extensions for railML 3.3 I noticed an oddity in the infrastructure subschema,
more precisely in the RTM part of the infrastructure.

When aggregating <netElement>s you specify a new <netElement> on the aggregated layer of
the infrastructure. In order to express which <netElement>s of the lower layer of the infrastructure
are actually aggregated into the new <netElement> you can specify them in the child element
<elementCollectionOrdered> or <elementCollectionUnordered>. Thats clear and straightforward.
However, I noticed that there is the option to specify multiple such collections, so you can specify
multiple <elementCollectionOrdered> elements or multiple <elementCollectionUnordered>. I
followed this back to the RTM which also allows for this. From my point of view this doesnt make
sense. Why would one specify multiple collections of aggregated elements? If this would be
elements of different layers of that are aggregated into one I think this would better be expressed
with an intermediate <netElement>. 

Do you use multiple such collections when aggregating <netElement>s? How would be your
understanding?

If this is not used by anyone, I would propose to reduce the multiplicity here to 1 so that the
meaning becomes more clear. I would also argue that this should be then taken over into RTM
version 1.5.

What do you think?

Best regards, Milan 
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